Image: Common Mullein, Verbascum thopsusin Wisconsin Horticulture.



Lewis and Clark County Listed Noxious Weed

Plant Description

Verbascum thaopsus, common mullein, is a short-lived perennial, biennial, or
occasionally, an annual plant with deep, fibrous taproots. Common mullein has
wooly, light gray-green leaves and a long terminal spike with yellow flowers. Stems
grow 40-200 cm tall. The plant reproduces by seeds, producing over 100,000 per plant
which can remain viable in the soil for over 100 years.

Mechanical Control

Hand removal can provide effective control for small infestations and is
recommended for first-year plants. Roots should be cut below the soil surface, and
flowering plants bagged and disposed of. Mowing can provide effective control when
properly timed; bolted plants should be mowed prior to flowering, ond repeated
mowing from the bolting through early flowering stages can reduce seed production.

Biological Control

Biological control has not shown to significantly reduce densities of common mullein,
but they can reduce seed production by 50%. There is no approved biological
control for common mullein.

Cultural Control

Revegetation is important. Promotion of competing vegetation and the minimization
of soil disturbance is the best control option because common mullein is not
competitive. Fire is not an effective method of control because fire stimulates growth
from the seedbank. Livestock typically avoid grazing.

Recommended Treatment Timeline

Control Type Spring Summer Fall

Mechanical

Biological

Cultural

Chemical




Chemical Control

Follow the directions on herbicide labels, the label is the law. Calibrate equipment for accurate
application. Commonly used herbicides are listed below, order of listing is not reflective of efficacy or
recommendation.

Personal protective equipment must be worn when applying herbicides. Only apply herbicides in appropriate
weather conditions.®

Use appropriate surfactants as listed in the product label.2

aRead and follow all instructions in the label of the herbicide.

Chemical Control Table

Pre- Spot

Herbicide (Active emergent Post Leifigee Treatment Restricted L )
. i 8 emergent Sprayer Entry Application Notes and Environmental
Use Site Ingredient - or Soil > Rate for Every 1 N
. (Foliar Rate per Interval Advisories
Trademark) Residual Applied) A Gallon of (Hours)
Activity PP Water

Rangeland,
Permanent
Grass
Pasture, CRP,
Natural
Areas

Rangeland,
Non-
Cropland,
ROW

Non-
Cropland,
ROW

Ornamentals

°Lewis and Clark County Noxious Weed Control Division does not endorse any trademarks or commercial names listed above.

This table summarizes selected registered use sites and is not intended to represent all approved uses. Pesticide applicability, use sites,
and restrictions vary by product and formulation. Applicators must consult and follow the most current product label, which takes
precedence over this document.
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