[image: image1.emf] 


NEWS RELEASE
March 17, 2011
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Gayle Shirley, Communications Coordinator, 406-457-8908, gshirley@co.lewis-clark.mt.us
Area Residents Need Not Take Precautions Against Radiation from Japan
Helena—The Lewis and Clark City-County Health Department assures local residents that they are not at risk of excessive radiation exposure from the nuclear emergency in Japan. 
The department has received several calls from people wondering about local impacts from radiation released by Japanese nuclear power plants as a result of the recent massive earthquake. 

“As the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the Environmental Protection Agency have said, we do not expect to see radiation at harmful levels reaching the United States from Japan,” said Laurel Riek, environmental health specialist with the department. “There is no health risk.”

Residents do not need to take any special precautions against radiation exposure, she added. Japan is thousands of miles away, and any radioactivity released by their reactors would be thinned out by winds and rain before it reached the United States.
 Riek said any Montanans who have recently returned home from Japan and have concerns regarding radiation exposure should contact their health-care provider.

The local health department is working closely with state and federal agencies in a coordinated effort to monitor the situation in Japan. The Environmental Protection Agency has announced that, as a precaution, it is tracking radiation plumes from Japan. It has increased its air-quality monitoring nationwide and has seen no evidence of excessive radiation. In Montana, the EPA monitors air quality from a location in Billings.
Anyone concerned about a loved one who is overseas should contact the U.S. State Department Consular Services at 202-647-7004.

More information about radiation emergencies is available from the EPA at http://www.epa.gov/radiation/.
As warranted, updates will be available on the health department Web site at http://www.co.lewis-clark.mt.us/departments/health.html
See attached FAQs
Frequently Asked Questions

Does the Japanese nuclear emergency pose a health threat in Montana?

No. There is no health threat. Because Japan is thousands of miles away, any radiation released by its nuclear reactors would dissipate in the wind and rain before ever reaching the United States. Residents of Lewis and Clark County do not need to take any special precautions to protect against radiation.

Could there be a health threat later, if more radiation is released?

It’s possible there could be a very small increase in radiation levels in the United States, most likely on the West Coast. But if that happens, the levels would still be well below those that would pose a health risk. The Lewis and Clark City-County Health Department is working with state and federal agencies to monitor the situation. Radiation is found naturally in the environment; at normal levels it is generally not a health threat.
Do I need to stock up on potassium iodide just in case, and if so, where can I get it?
There is no need for individuals to get potassium iodide (KI), a substance that can be used to help protect the thyroid against high concentrations of radioactive materials. The Lewis and Clark City-County Health Department does not have any KI. The department doesn’t monitor or track private inventories of this product. We do not recommend that residents take KI in response to this incident.
In the unlikely event that circumstances change, the Lewis and Clark City-County Health Department, along with state and federal partners, will notify residents of any protective actions they should take.

Is somebody monitoring our air and water to see if radiation levels are elevated?

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, in cooperation with other federal agencies, has increased its monitoring for radiation in response to the Japanese emergency. The EPA routinely monitors air and water quality for radiation through a nationwide monitoring system known as RadNet.  For more information about radiation monitoring, visit the EPA website at http://www.epa.gov/radiation/
Someone I know was in Japan during the earthquake but has since come home. What should they do?
If  Montanans returning from Japan are concerned that have been exposed to radiation, they should contact their health care provider.  

Should cancer patients undergoing radiation therapy take special precautions? What about other sensitive populations?

No. We do not expect concentrated radiation from Japan to reach Montana. Sensitive populations are not at increased risk.
How can I find out about the welfare of a friend/relative who was traveling in Japan during this emergency?

Anyone concerned about a loved one who is overseas should contact the U.S. State Department Consular Services at 202-647-7004.

This situation still concerns me. Is there somewhere I can get more information?

The Lewis and Clark City-County Health Department will provide local information updates on its website as needed. Visit www.co.lewis-clark.mt.us/departments/health.html.

The Lewis & Clark City-County Health Department’s mission is to improve and protect the health of all Lewis & Clark County residents.
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