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Planting for Pollinators

Types Pollinators

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rwolf/6107830700/

http://www.pollinator.ca/bestpractices/flies.html

http://www.captmondo.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrenidae

https://www.pennington.com
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Benefits of Planting Native Plants for Pollinators

• Reduce pesticide use
• Stabilize soil and provide ground cover
• Act as windbreaks and shelter breaks
• Provide wildlife habitat

Getting Started

Thoroughly evaluate site before buying plants

a. type of soil
b. amount of sunlight
c. water runoff/availability/drainage
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Basic needs for pollinators

Providing Water

• Most insects can get a lot of water 
necessary for their diet from the food 
they eat

• Pollen and nectar are both deficient in 
water for bees

• Water provides nutrients (leaching from 
organic materials)
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Providing Habitat



2/28/2020

5

Varied diet through proper 
nutrition=healthy bees:

• Carbohydrates, proteins, lipids and 
micronutrients (vitamins and minerals)

• Nectar
• Pollen
• Vitamins and Minerals: atypical 

foraging

Pollen
• varied diet of different pollen types 

is very important
• Pollen shortages or poor-quality 

pollen leads to decline, poor 
health, decreased worker longevity

• **Almond, canola, clover and vetch 
are very good pollens
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Herb Plants

Ocimum Basil Laminaceae

Organum Oregano Laminaceae

Thymus Thyme Laminaceae

Rosemarinus Rosemary Laminaceae

Mentha Mint Laminaceae

Allium Chives Amaryllidaceae

Anethum Dill Apiaceae

Brushes and Shrubs

Vaccinium Blueberry Ericaceae

Rubus Blackberry. 
Raspberry

Rosaceae

Sambucus Elderberry Adoxaceae

GARDEN PLANTS FOR BEES

Scientific Name Common Name Family

Trees

Malus Apple Rosaceae

Pyrus Pear Rosaceae

Prunus Almond, Cherry, Peach, Apricot, 
Plum

Rosaceae

Diopyros Persimmon Ebenaceae

Vines and Herbaceous Plants

Cucurbita Zucchini, Squash, Pumpkin, 
Watermelon

Cucurbitaceae

Cucumis Cucumber, Honeydew Cucurbitaceae

Citrullus Watermelon Cucurbitaceae

Solanum 
lycopersicum

Tomato Solanaceae

Capsicum Pepper Solanaceae

Allium Onion Amaryllidaceae

Fragaria Strawberries Rosaceae

Phaseolus vulgaris String bean Fabaceae

Lathyrus odoratus Sweet pea Fabaceae
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Montana Native Plant Retailers

Business Name Location Notes

Great Bear Native Plants Hamilton

Pipilo Native Plants Missoula

Windhorse Galler and Gardens Billings

Glacier Nursery Kalispell Wholesale; some native perennials, shrubs and trees

Center for Native Plants Whitefish

The Garden Barn Bozeman

Cashman’s Nursery Bozeman

Westscape Native Nursery Bozeman Wholesale 

Visser Greenhouses Bozeman Wholesale, usually grows some native perennials

Gardenwerks Helena

Montana Nursery and Landscape 
Supply

Helena (Formerly Windmill Nursery)

• Requirements for a home differ depending on the insect
• Ground nesting bees vs. twig nesting bees
• Lepidoptera vs. Coleoptera vs. Diptera

• Greater diversity in landscape will result in a greater diversity of 
pollinators

• Mix up flower families, flower colors, and flower shapes
• Plant flowers that bloom at different times of the year
• Bees prefer large clusters of flowers

• Avoid using pesticides 
• If pesticides cannot be avoided, try to spray in the evening when 

pollinators are less active, and humidity is low
• Choose plants that have not been treated with pesticides

• Select native plants, if possible
• Cultivars > ornamentals (modified flower shapes and petals)
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http://www.pollinator.org/

http://www.xerces.org/

Resources

http://www.epa.gov/pollinator-protection

https://www.mtnativeplants.org/

http://www.montana.edu/pollinators/

http://www.montana.edu/pollinators/
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QUESTIONS?


